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Japan intends to add Fin Whales to commercial whaling list

Japan Fisheries Agency intends to add fin whales to its list of commercial whaling species, the Chief
Cabinet Secretary Yoshimasa Hayashi announced on May 9th,
Japan currently catches three relatively minor species of whales: minke whales, Bryde’s whales and

sei whales in (Dits territorial waters and exclusive economic zones. Last year, a total of 294 whales were

caught in Japan.

Fin whales are the second-largest species of whales, smaller than blue whales, the largest animals in
the world. The agency decided to add fin whales to the list after surveys confirmed there were plentiful
stocks of them in the northern Pacific Ocean.

The agency will accept public opinions on the issue until June 5th. It will then present its annual
catch quota at a June meeting of the Fisheries Policy Council, and will make a formal decision in July.
Japan has been engaged in whaling since the Jomon(#f30) period(between 14,000 and 300 BC). Chief

Cabinet Secretary Hayashi says, “@1It is important to inherit traditional food cultures in Japan." In 1986,

commercial whaling was banned by IWC(International Whaling Commission), an international body that

regulates the commercial hunt of the marine mammals. It is called a (3“hunting moratorium”, aiming

at recovering the populations of endangered species and protect them from overhunting. Japan left the
I0C in 2019 and resumed the commercial whaling in the same year.

@ Today, the IWC has 88 member countries, of which 36 countries support whaling, and 50 are against
whaling. Commercial whaling continues to be conducted in Japan, Norway and Iceland. The three

countries have hunted nearly 40,000 large whales since whaling was banned by IWC in 1986.

fin whale +#727¥%5 Japan Fisheries Agency K#EFR  Chief Cabinet Secretary EE&E currently 34
relatively tEE#)  minke whales 3>773%5 Bryde’s whales =%')735  seiwhale 173 7Y5  stock &R
quota E|& &  Fisheries Policy Council KEKREHS be engagedin ~:~IIHHE- 2oL TS

IWC Eff#fRZ B4 regulate BRY#HES overhunting iL7# resume BTS2  *( )

Q1 Have you ever eaten whale meat? What are the three countries in which people eat whale meat?

Q2 Which whale species does Japan currently catch?  And how many whales were hunted last year?

Q3 THROZHXKTHRALIL X I,
Q4 KT, Fi7- ISP OMENR L L THREIL T3 7Y 71,
MfifE o T, REZIFENLHWTT A,
(2) 2 DFEZFHENRICHET L T2 Dk, FAEOHKE. MIAbro7hbTT D,

Q5 KEITIX. 6 Hb HE T, MZXIIF 2 FETT D,

Q6 IEXZRRE R, WODTFIETT D,

Q7 THOZIRLZEL x 9,

Q8 Since when have the Japanese hunted whales?

Q9 1986 4. IWC Xl ZkiE L £ L7222

Q10 THOEE. MEZHMICHEINE Lzd, 22000b0EHHALEL x 9,

Q11 When did Japan resume whale hunting?
Q12 IWCHIHEE® 5 b, s KE L KAEOHEIZ &N 5 nTT e,



Why 1s whaling controversial?

Some communities in Japan have been hunting and eating whales for centuries. Especially after
World War Two, during the malnourished years from the late 1940s to the mid-1960s, the Japanese
population was starving, and whale meat was the biggest and affordable source of protein, with annual
consumption peaking at 233,000 tons in 1962.

In 1986, the IWC adopted a moratorium on commercial whaling due to concerns about declining whale
numbers. Japan followed suit and switched to whaling for "scientific research purposes" in 1988. Japan
left the IWC in 2019 and resumed commercial whaling, citing the recovery of whale numbers.

Most anti-whaling countries are opposed to whaling because they believe all whale species are
endangered. They also accuse whaling countries, saying that the methods used to hunt whales are cruel.
However, whaling countries such as Japan, Norway, and Iceland are hunting plentiful whale
species that are not endangered. They also say that it is more ethical to hunt wild animals who have

lived a free life than raising animals in captivity for food.
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EReE (8@ |) BARTHERE,BHA BAREXL R Iz ES [BBC News Japan]
EE% A https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HEMshnX6A6M
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HEMshnX6A6M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r3rrJ_nQlM8

Chief Cabinet Secretary Hayashi is from Shimonoseki, an area traditionally known for whaling. He
said, “The government supports (Dsustainable use of whales and plans to @promote the whaling industry.

Whales should be sustainably utilized just like any other marine resources, based on scientific evidence."
The Japanese have eaten whale meat and utilized whalebones, blubber and oil for more than 2000 years.
@ In 2021, whale meat consumption in Japan totaled just 1,000 tons, compared with 2.6 million tons for

chicken and 1.27 million for beef, government data showed. (3However, Japan does not think that other

countries can tell them what they can and can't eat.
A 2009 American documentary film “The Cove” was awarded the Academy Award for Best

Documentary Feature in 2010. The film analyzes and questions the dolphin hunting operations
in TaijiCkHt), Wakayama, Japan. The film was made as a call to action to halt mass dolphin kills and

captures, and change Japanese fishing practices. @It also aimed to inform and educate the public about

captivity and the increasing hazard of mercury poisoning from consuming dolphin meat.
utilize #IAT % blubber f§Bf  cove A3 call to action {TE/"2#2  halt=stop hazard &%

mercury poisoning KiR$ & * ( )

Q5 BAARERYS BELEITIE YOLIIICESTFITEITTEILAD S BEORNBTESEICHALILLD,

Q6 TmOXE, THOZEARMIHIALLZDBD T, EMICY TUIE B SBRENSBVILL),

"Sustainable use of whales" means using whale resources in a way that doesn't harm their

A ) or ecosystems, ensuring that whales can continue (B ) in the ocean.
This involves regulating activities like whaling, watching, and studying whales to make sure their

numbers stay healthy and their habitats remain (C ) for future generations. It's about finding

a balance between (D ) from whales and protecting them so they can live on.

[ER]  safe / benefitting / reducing / thriving / population / poisoning

Q7 TH@IcoWwT : What are the famous whaling ports in Japan?

Q8 HADHRWOWEREZLZ., WA - FROHERLILN2 L, YARILBF AT TH,

Q9 THA®ZAMRLEL x 9,

Q10 There are different unique food cultures in the world. Do you know any rare food cultures?

Are they criticized by outsiders?

Q11 Ml “The Cove”id, ] & #LH] L 7z Wi <3 2>,

Q12 THOZRLFL x5,

(B&3) BRE TH-0—Jy T ER
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k-g7WWYDJ1Q&*t=|5s



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Taiji,_Wakayama
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mercury_poisoning
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dolphin_meat
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k-g7WWYDJtQ&t=15s

In 2015, Keiko Yagi produced a documentary film “Behind the Cove.” It is 107-minute movie in
English and Japanese, known as a "counter-documentary" to "The Cove." The director Keiko Yagi said,
"Japanese have failed to argue against the criticism, mostly from the West, because silence is a virtue in
Japan and also because of the language barrier."

@ The Sea Shepherd is a non-profit, marine conservation activism organization based in the U.S. The
organization has harassed Japanese whaling vessels many times between 2005 and 2020. It has sunk
ten whaling ships and destroyed millions of dollars worth of equipment.

The group says, “We engage in direct action campaigns to defend wildlife, and protect the world’s
ocean from illegal exploitation and environmental destruction.” But many of their activities are called

piracy or terrorism. Paul Watson, the founder of the Sea Shepherd, is now wanted by Interpol.

counter- : R Xt o - 3D virtue E£ 18 vessel K& o fip engage in ~: (B#@A)~IIEDHS
exploitation #HR piracy J&IT A Interpol EIEFI B ZLEME K ( )

Q13 What is the purpose of the documentary film “Behind the Cove”?

Q14 According to the director Keiko Yagi, why have Japanese failed to argue against the criticism of the

West? Do you agree with her opinion?

Q15 How did the Sea Shepherd harass Japanese whaling ships?

Q16 What are many of the activities of the Sea Shepherd called?

Q17 What has happened to Paul Watson, the founder of the Sea Shepherd?

(B&E4) BRETENAVR-H - 2— T~ RIS~ F &R

(B&ES5) TENAUR-H - 2— Ty RO 8>/ RE 7 A A ChAE LRXBET OV
7k  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GBgkI-SEOxU

(B&E6) ¥—Yz/R—FDEHETAKARLEN BARAIFME(16/08/23)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nzNd2cjhmFE

(B&E7) R—IL-7rV> BROBERLELETEERE
https://jp.prnasia.com/story/1 10180-3.shtml 2024 £ 4 A 4 B.R—IL- 7/ VK (35
ZFEINHATH) 1L BAROHESTHEPALET IV EBLABICRY) HTEHRERL VIS,



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GBgkI-SEOxU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nzNd2cjhmFE
https://jp.prnasia.com/story/110180-3.shtml

QRO % 3[FOFAT, BELEIL 5@

1. Japan Fisheries Agency intends to add fin whales to its list of commercial whaling species.

2. The “hunting moratorium” aims at recovering the populations of endangered species and protecting
them from overhunting.

3. Especially after World War Two, during the malnourished years from the late 1940s to the mid-1960s,

whale meat was the biggest and affordable source of protein.

4. The Sea Shepherd says, “We defend wildlife, and protect the world’s ocean from illegal exploitation
and environmental destruction,” but many of their activities are called piracy or terrorism.

(FaER)

. BAOKEFIG. BEBBEOMENRISTHRIVIEMASILERFT LTS,

2. "HEEIN)TL R EREBENERKLIEESE KO EELENSRETEHILEENLLTVNS,

3. FFITERMARKEIEZD I T40FEREENS IT60FERPAIINITTOREHNRY TV >R,
FRAIRRLEN S FHERMEB TFITND I/ TR T-,

4, == RPITRERFEBY L) BELHEIRCRIEBRIEN SR 0BEIRET S, LE-TVSBH
HoDITEND 2 <L BRATAC T X LLFIEN TV S,

[Writing]

Japan Fisheries Agency intends to add fin whales to its list of commercial whaling species. Do you think

it necessary?



